
GESTALT LANGUAGE PROCESSING 

Key Characteristics of Gestalt Language Processing:  

​​ Chunked Language:​
GLPs learn language in larger units, like phrases or sentences, rather than 
individual words.  

​​ Scripts:​
They often use memorized phrases (scripts) in their communication.  

​​ Echolalia:​
They may repeat phrases they've heard, either immediately (immediate 
echolalia) or after a period of time (delayed echolalia).  

​​ Stages of Development:​
GLPs progress through stages, starting with larger, unanalyzed phrases 
and eventually breaking them down into smaller units.  

​​ Delayed Echolalia:​
Repeating phrases, often from TV shows or movies, can be a way for 
GLPs to communicate.  

Understanding Gestalt Language Processing:  

​​ Not Necessarily a Problem:​
GLP is a natural way for some individuals to learn language, and it is often 
observed in children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD).  

​​ Communicative Purpose:​
Echolalia, even delayed echolalia, can serve a communicative purpose for 
GLPs.  

​​ Different Learning Style:​
GLPs learn language through listening and memorization, rather than by 
actively constructing sentences from individual words.  



Supporting Gestalt Language Processors:  

​​ Acknowledge all communication attempts:​
Affirm their communication, even if it seems like repeating a script or 
phrase.  

​​ Follow their lead:​
Engage in play and activities that align with their interests and 
preferences.  

​​ Use intonation and expression:​
Make language sound more engaging for GLPs, who often learn language 
through the melody and rhythm of speech.  

​​ Model functional and flexible language:​
Provide examples of how to use phrases in different contexts.  

Important Considerations:  

●​ NLA (Natural Language Acquisition): A framework that describes the 
stages of GLP development, focusing on how GLPs move from using 
chunks to more flexible language.  

●​  
●​ Not a diagnosis: GLP is a style of language acquisition, not a 

diagnosis.  
●​  
●​ Individualized support: Understanding and supporting GLP requires 

tailoring approaches to individual needs and learning styles.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


